The Image on the Pass
Tibet and China, the Hinnayana to Ceylon and Burma. The
Hinnayana had an especial attraction for the Burmese, who in the
eleventh century developed at their capital, Pagan, a version of it,
more pleasing, more humanitarian, and more genuinely religious
than is known to have existed in any other part of the Buddhist
world, a sort of reconstruction of the Apostolic age. In about the
year 1060 the Pagan dynasty extended its authority over Arakan,
become, as we have seen, a state inhabited by a mixture of Mon-
golian and Indian races. As a result, Arakan was brought into the
orbit of the Hinnayana as practised in Pagan. The Mahamuni,
though it had been overgrown by the jungle, was still in its place,
and was now cleared and repaired. It was a religious carving of far
greater antiquity and fame than anything in Burma. The cult was
centred upon it and it became the palladium of the country. The
Pagan kings had as great a veneration for it and tried to take it to
Burma. Failing in this, they made pilgrimages to its shrine.
Arakan became the land of the Great Image.
During the six hundred years which elapsed between these
events and the arrival of Manrique, Arakan had remained Hin-
nayana Buddhist and continued to regard the Mahamuni as her
most important possession. Long since she had become politically
independent of Burma. The Mrauk-u dynasty began to rule in
1430, and by 1530, under King Min Bin, the country was deve-
loping into the chief maritime state on the Bay of Bengal. It was
during the reign of Min Bin that the Arakanese fortified Mrauk-u,
engaged foreign mercenaries, particularly Portuguese, and ex-
tended their territory over the mountains to Chittagong. As we
have seen, they were enabled to do this because the Mughal, who
had been gradually creeping eastwards, had weakened but not yet
overcome the then existing native governments* When Manrique
sighted the image of Buddha on the pass above Peroem, he was
therefore entering Arakan proper, an area which for many hun-
dred years had been associated with the Hinnayana or Apostolic
form of Buddhism. He was also making acquaintance for the first
time with a Mongolian state, the inhabitants of which spoke
Burmese or a dialect of it but who had a certain admixture of
Indian blood in their veins. The state as such went back to the
year 957, somewhat in the way that England goes back to the year
1066, and the hundred years between Min Bin (1531-53) and the
reigning king, Thiri-thu-dhamma, had been the most progressive
in its history. These are all very relevant facts for readers of this
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